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New anti-money laundering requirements

SESSION 2021

Focus on new developments in money laundering 
jurisprudence

Enforcement procedure 
Me Olivier RIVOIRE & Yasmine Sabeti Lange

Following the FATF’s fourth mutual evaluation report on Switzerland, the 
Federal Assembly adopted on 9 April 2021 the AMLA. Various existing 
practices have been codified, such as the verification of the beneficial owner 
(Art. 4 nAMLA), the periodical updates of client data (Art. 7 para. 1bis AMLA) 
or the «well-founded suspicions» triggering the obligation for the financial 
intermediary to file a report to MROS based on AML suspicion (Art. 9 para. 1 
quarter nAMLA). In addition, the MROS reporting process is no longer subject 
to a time limit (Art. 23 para. 5 nAMLA). Finally, the financial intermediary may 
terminate the business relationship if MROS does not notify the financial 
intermediary within forty days of the report that it is forwarding the reported 
information to a criminal prosecution authority (Art. 9b nMLAA).

Summary: In this decision, the Federal Supreme Court partially accepts the 
appeal of a German client of a Swiss bank who requested the bank to 
deliver physically the gold in his precious metal account. If the business 
relationship is not suspicious within the meaning of Art. 31 and 32 AMLO-
FINMA, the bank may not refuse to returnthe cash assets to the client on the 
grounds that such a return would not allow the criminal authorities to trace 
the transaction (paper trail).
Descriptors: suspicious business relationship - paper trail - documentation 
- remittance of assets - qualified tax offence - Clausula rebus sic stantibus

FINMA’s enforcement procedures include several instruments with varying 
sanctions. Emphasis on the purpose and expectations of FINMA, e.g. level of 
control over PEP business relationships and clarification of the plausibility of 
business relationships.

Lessons to be learned from enforcement cases in recent jurisprudence.

Independent managers supervised by SOs. What kind of procedure is 
possible?

Amendment of the Money Laundering Federal Act (AMLA) of 19 March 
2021 : (Me Pascal de Preux)

Case law 4A_263/201: if a business relationship is not suspicious 
within the meaning of the AMLO-FINMA, a bank cannot refuse to 
return cash assets to the client (Me Pascal de Preux)

This training represents 4 
ASG credits.

INFORMATION

CONTACT

Dates :
• 23 September 2021
• 7 October 2021
• 2 November 2021

For further information and 
to return your registration: 

Tel. 41 22 807 28 00 

info@visioncompliance.ch 

Time : 8:30 to 12:30 
(including break) 

Mode : virtual classroom

Price : 250 CHF.- +TVA
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Me Pascal de Preux
Lawyer, Partner, Resolution Legal Partners 

Me Olivier Rivoire
Lawyer, Partner, Bory & Associés

Pascal de Preux is a lawyer at the bar and a partner at Resolution Legal Partners. 
He holds an LL.M. (Boston University Law School). 

He specialises in business criminal law and has published extensively on 
economic criminal law, in particular on corruption and business risks, as well as 
on international mutual legal assistance in criminal matters.  He is also a lecturer 
at the University of Fribourg in the chair of criminal law and procedure.

Olivier Rivoire holds a law degree from the University of Fribourg and an LL.M. in 
General Studies from Georgetown University.

Olivier Rivoire first specialised as a lawyer in the field of business law before 
joining the authorisation section of the banking division of FINMA in Bern. Olivier 
Rivoire then worked in the legal department of two local banks for several years.

Today, he advises financial intermediaries in enforcement situations with the 
law firm Bory & Associés. 

Yes, I register for the annual training for GFI:  

Company: 

Name:  

Surname:  

Date of choice:
      23 september (French)
      7 october (French)
      2 november (English)

Signature:

Return this signed and scanned form to info@visioncompliance.ch to confirm your registration
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Me Yasmine Sabeti Lange
Founding lawyer, Sabeti-Legal in Zurich
Yasmine Sabeti Lange graduated from the University of Geneva and obtained 
an LL.M. from Pritzker Northwestern University in Chicago in 2004.

Yasmine Sabeti Lange was admitted to the bar in 2001 and initially practised 
in Geneva in the area of litigation, before working for FINMA in Bern in the area 
of insolvency and restructuring, and then in Zurich in the area of banking and 
business law.

Today, she advises companies and individuals in these two areas and takes 
part in internal projects such as investigations or AMLA compliance within 
various banks


